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Celebrating the Fourth in
Northwood Hills
The 26th Annual NHHA Independence Day Parade and
Celebration was another fun and festive neighborhood
event, bringing together hundreds of attendees to celebrate
our nation’s independence with family, friends, and
neighbors. Before the fun started, volunteers had been
in action since sunrise meeting vendors, erecting and
decorating tents, placing coolers of water along the parade
route and throughout the festival grounds, handing out
swag, and setting up children’s activities.
After the Pledge and National Anthem, our Grand Marshals
Leonard and Alice Thomas led the parade in their beautiful
blue vintage convertible. Spectators were then wowed
with an impressive visual display of decorated Jeeps,
convertibles, golf carts, floats, four-wheelers, trikes, bikes,
strollers, walkers, and four-legged friends.
continued page 8
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Fretz Park Rec
Center
Upcoming Activities & Events

Community Yard Sale

September 28
Spaces available $35-$50

Trunk or Treat
October 29
Participants needed

For Kids:
After School Program
Picks up at Anne Frank and
NHE

For Active Seniors & Adults:
T Chi
Tai
Pickleball
Yoga
Exercise/Balance/Strength
Classes
For more information, contact
Paul Miller at (214) 670-6203 or
paul.miller@dallascityhall.com

A Storm for the Ages
Thunderstorms in North Texas in the spring are a common
occurrence, but what blew through Dallas on the afternoon
of Sunday, June 9th was anything but ordinary. The
wind and rain came through fast and furious, and just as
suddenly as it felt like it started, it was over. In the span
of about an hour, this unusual storm claimed the life of
one Dallas resident, injured others, and managed to cause
unprecedented damage to not only our neighborhood, but
much of the entire city. The ensuing power outage affected
hundreds of thousands of people, some for a week or more.
Some of our residents dealt with flooding, broken windows,
uprooted trees falling into their homes, damaged roofs, and
branches strewn everywhere. We were lucky the damage in
our neighborhood was limited to only property, but even as
this issue goes to press two months after the storm, you can
still see many residents dealing with the aftermath.
In the midst of the destruction, the secret to what makes
Northwood Hills a great place to live managed to still shine
through. Residents sprang into action to check on neighbors,
pull limbs out of streets, loan chainsaws, pick up branches,
and offer refrigeration and shelter when the power outage
persisted. It was no surprise that our neighborhood came
together during this time of need. The City of Dallas was
obviously overwhelmed with the extent of the damage,
but they brought in outside contractors to help with debris
clean-up and their efforts were impressive, considering the
scope.
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Because it seemed many Northwood Hills residents lost
entire trees or major sections of trees, NHHA member Amy
Schellhorn spearheaded a project to gather data about the
continued page 4
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Shred, Recycle, Donate
Back again by popular demand, the Annual Shred Event
took place in early June. Over the span of three hours,
NHHA Members lost thousands of pounds – pounds of
paper and electronics, that is. Thanks to Action Shred,
sensitive documents were shredded on-site, usually before
the Member even drove away! They also collected old,
broken, or unused electronics for recycling. Quite a few
members were grateful to clear up closet space previously
occupied by outdated computer towers and televisions.
With NHHA Board Members directing traffic and unloading
cars, the process for drop-off was quick and easy. Members
undoubtedly saved time and money by utilizing this FREE
service inside the neighborhood.

NHHA Leadership
Janet Marcum – President
Communications, Membership
president@northwoodhills.org
214-468-4795
Dru Landrum – Treasurer
dl@northwoodhills.org
903-821-4128
Mitra Shamsa – Area 1 Dir.
ms@northwoodhills.org
214-695-0006
Kristen Holden – Area 2 Dir.
kh@northwoodhills.org
972-385-9441
Hunter McGrath – Area 3 Director
Beautification
hm@northwoodhills.org
972-978-0873
Sharon Venable – Area 4 Director
sv@northwoodhills.org
214-212-4016
Cristi Sliter – Area 5 Director
Secretary
cs@northwoodhills.org
214-422-0970

As a great complement to the
paper shredding and electronics
recycling, NHHA also coordinated
with Goodwill to have a trailer and
employee on-site to collect gently
used household items for donation.
You could hear the sighs of relief
from members as bag after bag was
unloaded from their cars. Since
donated goods equate to hours of
employment for those they serve,
we are grateful to our residents for
their contributions to Goodwill!

Heather Catelotti – At-Large Dir.
Membership
hc@northwoodhills.org
972-948-3247
Judy Switzer – Advisory Board
Security & Crime Watch
js@northwoodhills.org
214-801-7273
Dr. Glynn Newman – Advisory
Board
Security & Crime Watch
gn@northwoodhills.org
469-223-3582

NHHA enjoys offering this beneficial service to its members
and appreciates those who participated. We look forward
to continuing this event in the future with your continued
support.
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Mark Your Calendar
September 6 - 8

Dallas Chocolate Festival
Fashion Industry Gallery

September 12 – 15

GrapeFest
Main Street, Grapevine

September 15, 7-8:30pm

Free Classical Concert
Yellow Rose String Trio and
Ensemble Chaverim
Baruch HaShem Messianic
Synagogue
Coffee shop open after

September 19 – 22

Addison Oktoberfest
Addison Circle Park

September 20 – 22

Greek Food Festival of Dallas
13555 Hillcrest Rd at Alpha

A Storm for the Ages

continued from page 2

losses experienced. She wanted to find out if some species of
trees were more likely to uproot or lose large branches and
which ones fared the best. NHHA members were invited
to participate in a survey to share details about the damage
they experienced and the trees that stayed strong.
Seventy-five
households were
represented in
the survey and of
those, twenty-two
reported uprooted
trees. Oaks
(unspecified) made
up the majority
of trees lost, with
crepe myrtles coming in second. Almost 80% of respondents
reported the loss of large limbs (greater than 1 foot in
diameter). Red Oaks, Live Oaks, and Cedar Elms were the
biggest offenders in this category. Some households reported
minimal to no damage on some of their trees, with most
mentioning Live Oaks and Crepe Myrtles in their responses.
continued page 5

September 20 - 22

Plano Balloon Festival
Oak Point Park

Sept 27 – Oct 20

State Fair of Texas
Fair Park

October 19

Fall Fest 2019
Dallas Farmers Market

November 13 - 17

Lone Star Film Festival
Sundance Square, Fort Worth
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A Storm for the Ages

continued from page 4

Respondents attributed regular pruning and the specific
location of the tree (i.e. if it was shielded from high winds by
a house or other tree) as the reason for minimized damage.
To see the full results of the survey and more comments by
homeowners, visit our website.
Amy visited with arborist Alan Johnson of Holcomb Trees to
get advice for Northwood Hills’ residents. Alan recommends
pruning trees every 2 years, or 3 years in cases of drought
when trees aren’t growing as much. In his observations, he
noted Cedar Elms and Pecans sustaining the most damage,
with the largest Red
Oaks more likely
to be uprooted. If
you’re looking to
plant this Fall (the
best time to do so),
Alan recommends
White Oaks, like a
Bur Oak or a
continued page 6

You Never Know Who You’ll Run Into at
Pepper Square Cleaners!
Serving Northwood Hills since 1979, Pepper Square Cleaners is your trusted
neighborhood cleaners.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Full-service dry cleaning and laundry done on-site
Same-day service – in by 9, out by 5
Home pick-up and delivery service available
Triple quality-control check on every garment
Leather, suede, delicate, beaded and couture garments
Table linens, draperies, rugs, bedspreads, comforters
Wedding dress specialists
Full-time tailor/alterations on premises
Hanger and bag recycling; non-toxic cleaning fluids

Recognized by the City of Dallas for 25 years of civic service.
Better Business Bureau Accredited business with an A+ rating.
For exceptional quality, affordability and superior service, we take the crown!
Visit our website to learn more about our services and history, and read our
customer reviews.

14902 Preston Rd.
972-386-4663

SE corner of Beltline and Preston
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NHE Upcoming
Events
August 15 – 7:50am
First Day of School

August 17 – 10am-12pm

Future Falcons Splash Day
Campbell Green Splash Pad

September 2

Labor Day – No School

September 18 – 1pm

RISD Early Release Day

September 27 – 6pm

NHE Family Movie Night

October 8 – 10am

Prospective Families Campus
Tour

October 31 – 8:30am

A Storm for the Ages
Chinkapin Oak. They are less
susceptible to oak wilt than Red
Oaks or Live Oaks. If you’re
looking for a faster growing tree,
consider Cedar Elm, Sweet Gum,
or Texas Ash, but be warned they
have softer wood and would be
more susceptible to wind damage.

Even though Oak trees experienced
significant damage from this
unusual storm, it’s important to
remember they are typically strong
trees with a 200 – 300 year life
span. Pecan trees can also live for hundreds of years, but
they are known to be more brittle and are “self-pruning.”
The magnificent trees in Northwood Hills add value to our
properties and enrich our neighborhood, so if you were left
with a large void after the storm, consider Alan’s advice
and visit a tree farm, and also be on the lookout for a City of
Dallas tree giveaway program this fall. Thanks to the survey
respondents, our researcher Amy Schellhorn, and arborist
Alan Johnson for their contributions to this article.

Future Falcons Spooky Science
Think Tank, NHE

The Mayo
Redpath Team
Mayo Redpath

November 5 – 6pm

469.231.7592
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Pam Redpath
Metzger

Prospective Parents Event

The two best ways to stay in the
know about events and activities
at NHE is by signing up to receive
the information directly to your
inbox via the NHE e-News or
by following and liking the NHE
Facebook page. To sign up for
enews, link to Facebook, and stay
in-the-know, visit nhepta.org/
communications.

continued from page 5

214.228.2893
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Jill Redpath
Noland
972.841.1718

YOUR NORTHWOOD HILLS SPECIALIST AND RESIDENT SINCE 1977

New families to NHE? Let
us know by emailing our
Neighborhood Outreach Chair at
continued page 7
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Real Estate

by Judy Switzer

As summer drones on, North Dallas is heating up, but what
is happening to our real estate market? Zillow has actually
dubbed the Dallas market “cool” according to a recent
article in D Magazine, but it is calling for a 7.5% increase in
the median home price this year. That is roughly half of the
14.2% rise from a year ago. So, while the increase is smaller,
the market remains on an upward trajectory.
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, over 102,000 new
jobs were created in North Texas in 2018. Approximately
130,000 people moved to the Metroplex just last year. While
not all the new residents will buy a house, some experts feel
like close to a third of them will. This new demand, on top of
the existing demand, will keep upward pressure on housing
prices.
Jim Gaines, chief economist of the Real Estate Center at
Texas A & M University predicts prices will continue to
go up through the rest of the year, but they will not go up
as fast. He calls what is happening a ‘reversion to norm’
meaning the market will go back to a normal pace of activity.
Instead of double digit price increases annually, he thinks it
will be more in the 3-4% range.
continued page 10

NHE Upcoming
Events

continued from page 6

connect@nhepta.org or visiting
nhepta.org/connect.
For those children who are not
quite school age yet, there are
opportunities to get a head start
on meeting future classmates and
getting acquainted with NHE. For
more information, email our Future
Falcon Chair at futurefalcons@
nhepta.org or visit nhepta.org/
connect.

Did you just get a new
neighbor? If you’ve seen
someone new moving into
Northwood Hills, let us know!
We’ll deliver a welcome
package to help the new
residents feel at home.
Your Ultimate Outdoor Paradise
Is Just Around The Corner
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Celebrating the 4th
continued from page 1
Trophies were awarded for Best in
Red, Best in Blue, Most Original,
Most Patriotic, Best Dressed Pets,
Best Hat, Most Fun & Fired Up
Family, Best Motorized Entry and
more – including Special Judges
Awards and Spirit Awards. NHHA
loves when homes along the
parade route get into the spirit of
the day, so standout efforts were
rewarded there too. Our thanks
to the judges, who we know had
a hard time picking favorites,
and to State Representative AnaMaria Ramos for presenting
the trophies to the winners and
delivering an official resolution
commemorating our event (see
our website for details).
Post-parade activities included
a petting zoo, sponsored (along
with the watermelon sale) by Judy
Switzer & Associates; bounce
houses underwritten by Spring
Valley United Methodist Church
and Big Texas Ranches; and a
Dunk Tank made possible by
Ready Roofing & Renovation. To
the delight of many of the young
attendees, snow cones, popcorn
and cotton candy were provided,
thanks to the sponsorship of
Melinda Spence with Compass
Real Estate. The Shamsa Group
with Ebby Halliday Realtors
arranged for Steel City Pops to
hand out some of their delicious
treats and Sunnyland Outdoor
Living made sure everyone stayed
hydrated with complimentary
water along the parade route and
throughout the festival grounds.
continued page 9
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Celebrating the 4th

continued from page 8

Northwood Hills’ four-legged
residents cooled off in the “Paws
for Refreshment” tent, sponsored
by Traver Construction, who also
underwrote the popular children’s
tent, games and prizes.
To top off the festivities, our
local heroes from Dallas Fire
Department Station 56 at Fretz Park
stopped by to show off their engine
and pose for pictures with their
adoring fans. It was an amazing
day!

It Takes a Village
NHHA plans and hosts the
Independence Day event,
ensuring all activities, prizes,
refreshments and games are
FREE to everyone. However, it
would not be possible without
sponsorships and volunteers who
loan transportation, tables, tents,
and coolers, pitch in with set-up,
decoration, and tear-down, and run
the activities. It takes a lot of folks
to coordinate and execute a fun
event for hundreds of participants,
so we want to sincerely thank the
volunteers who donated their time
and supplies. From our set-up crew
who showed up at 6:30am, to the
decorators, concessions helpers,
parade judges, and everyone inbetween…THANK YOU!
Special thanks are in order for our
gracious photographers Gerald and
Carol McAdams, the Butts family
on Cliffbrook who let us borrow
power, and the always-great Dallas
Police Department for making sure
we stay safe!
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Welcome
New NHHA
Households:
Alpha
Cliffbrook

Garrison
Baker

Dartbrook Tanner
Elmridge McFarlane;
Pondrom;
Shannon
Emeraldwood Pl Burns
Gateridge

Baldwin

Meandering Way Schneider
Mossvine Pl
Oakbluff

10

Potter
Quinn

Real Estate

continued from page 7
What is the reason for the cooling off? When demand is
high and supply is on the low side, as is the case in North
Texas, prices go up. Jim Gaines attributes the cooling to price
fatigue. He says, “People are looking at what they are being
asked to pay and there’s a little more resistance from buyers.
If they aren’t getting exactly what they want, they are not
buying at all.”
How is Northwood Hills faring given this phenomenon?
Through July 15th of this year, twenty-six homes have
sold and closed as compared to thirty-five homes for the
same period in 2018. Additionally, we have eight homes
contingent or pending.
While prices in our neighborhood are somewhat a function
of which particular homes are changing hands, this year the
average prices have risen dramatically in Northwood Hills.
In 2018, the average sale price was $629,813 or $174.58/sqft.
This year during the same period, the average sale price rose
to $837,240 or $204.46/sqft. Days on the market also reduced
from 48 days to 36 this year. There have been six homes sell
continued page 13
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Strategic Health and Wellness
founder, Hailey Hosak, has lived
in Northwood Hills for 11 years.
She has a vast background in
Functional Medicine as well
as anti-aging. Her office is
conveniently located near the
Galleria.
Specialties include:
Hormone Replacement Therapy
Weight Loss
Peptides
Aesthetics
Please visit our website at www.
strategichealthandwellness.com
or call for an appointment.
(469) 250-1339

15% OFF for Northwood Hills Residents!
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Make an Impact
NHHA is a voluntary organization
that exists to enhance the quality
of life in Northwood Hills. We
facilitate armed security service,
contribute to the prestige and
beauty of our gateway medians,
keep our residents informed, and
look for ways to bring neighbors
together. NHHA is managed by
dedicated Board Members who
care about our neighborhood
and want to see it thrive. We are
able to provide benefits thanks
to volunteers who come from
all backgrounds and stages in
life – some have more free time
than others, but everyone’s
contribution matters. If you have a
couple hours a month (or more!)
to spare and want to be part of
improving our community, please
email president@northwoodhills.
org to find out when our next
prospective board member
information session will be held.
New terms begin in early 2020.

We thank longtime Members
Kevin and Kristi Burke,
who believe in the value of
NHHA membership.
Through their company,
Direct Mail Partners, they
generously underwrite
the folding, labeling and
mailing of each issue of the
Northwood Hills Breeze
newsletter.
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5 Things to plan for with your remodel
Sponsorship Advertorial by TRAVER Construction, Inc.

We are often asked by customers and friends & family what
to consider when starting a remodel. Here are our top 5 tips
to start the process on the right foot.
1. Know and share your budget. Have a budget in mind
and be open with your contractor from the beginning.
As you plan your project, knowing what you want
to spend helps the professionals involved design to that
budget. The final cost may be more or less than that, but
knowing where to start is a huge help for everyone
involved.
2. Create a detailed set of drawings. In order to get an
accurate proposal, the contractor and trades need to
know exactly what you want to do to give you a firm cost
on the project. These drawings can be created by either
an architect or the design build firm completing the
remodel. The time up front working with the design team
on what you are doing will help avoid surprises during
the project.
3. Select your exact materials early in the process. Your
materials matter. Some materials have long lead times,
some have specific installation requirements, and some
can blow the budget. Material changes mid-project is
also one of the largest reasons for change order. If you
select materials from the beginning, you can plan around
the timing and cost.
4. Find an area to make a temporary base. Whether you
are doing a kitchen or bathroom remodel, someone will
be displaced for a period of time. While you are
designing your project, take time to figure out what you
will need access to and where to put it. This will provide
some everyday comforts and less disruption during your
project.
5. Plan around kids and pets. Remodeling is very disruptive
to your family’s day-to-day life. Think about a clean, safe
space for your kids and pets to keep them from feeling
the full effects of the disruptions.
At Traver Construction, we make sure you’re informed and
involved at every step of the process to make it as easy as
possible. We’d love to talk to you about your next remodel.
Visit us at traverconstruction.com to learn more and see
photos of our work, or call us at 972-503-6882.
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Don’t Forget
As part of your routine property
maintenance, please don’t forget
about your alley and your section
of the creek, if applicable. Each
homeowner is responsible for
maintaining the area from their
back property line to the center of
the alley and/or creek behind their
home. Be sure to clear out debris
and overhanging trees in the alley
so there are no obstructions for
automobiles, and try to remove
trash and limbs from the creek so
those items don’t make it into our
river system or impede water flow
during the next big rain.
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2019 NHHA MEMBERSHIP
Choose from two ways to pay:
• Mail your check, payable to NHHA, to PO Box
800874, Dallas, TX, 75380-0874.
• OR, pay with Paypal or by credit card by visiting
our secure payment site at www.northwoodhills.org.

Dues:
$300

Dues paid to NHHA are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes.

q

NEW MEMBER

q

Northwood Hills Homeowners Association

P O Box 800874 • Dallas • TX •75380-0874

RENEWING MEMBER

Your name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Your cell #: ____________________ Your email: ___________________________________________
Spouse’s name: ________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s cell #: ____________________ Spouse’s email: ____________________________________
Home address: ________________________________________________________________________
Home phone: ____________________
Comments or questions? _______________________________________________________________
If we could use help in the future, please let us know your areas of interest.
q Security/Crimewatch
q Fundraising
q Communications/Marketing
q Membership Recruitment
q Beautification
q Independence Day Parade
q Special Events & Programming q Newsletter
q Other_______________________

Real Estate

continued from page 10

over $1M so far this year, compared to a high of $924,000 in
2018 YTD.
Newer construction and homes that have been fully
remodeled continue to bring the highest prices. Buyers
choose Northwood Hills homes for their settings –
oftentimes purchasing the lot first, and the home secondly.
They know they can make changes to the home, but the
lot in many cases, is what it is. Homes with compounded
motorized gates, extending the back yard to the sides, and
those with nice outdoor living spaces with TVs and outdoor
kitchens continue to be attractive to buyers.
If you are contemplating moving or updating, contact your
real estate professional for advice on what, if any, potential
changes might be your best investments.
Advertisements and advertorials included in this publication are the
result of paid or in-kind sponsorships. NHHA does not endorse or
evaluate any product, service, or company contained herein.

WWW.NORTHWOODHILLS.ORG

Your
Neighborhood
Realtor!
Contact me today
to strategically
market your home!

Melinda Spence
214.538.5500
MelSpence.com

All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from
sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal
without notice. All measurements and square footages are approximate, but not guaranteed and should be
independently verified. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed
as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage. Compass is a
licensed real estate broker. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Membership questions? Email Heather Catelotti at hc@northwoodhills.org or Janet Marcum at jm@northwoodhills.org.

Visit www.northwoodhills.org
to pay your membership
dues on-line or use the
form above!

15

FIRST CLASS PRESORT
US POSTAGE
PAID
DALLAS TX
PERMIT NO. 407
Northwood Hills Homeowners Association
P O Box 800874
Dallas, TX 75380-0874

Return Service Requested

Bulk Trash Collection Calendar

Pick-up week
beginning
Monday...

September 9
October 14
November 11
December 9

Place debris on
curb no earlier
than Thursday...
September 5
October 10
November 7
December 5

For details on what the city will (and won’t) pick up as bulk trash, visit
http://dallascityhall.com/departments/sanitation/Pages/brush_and_bulky.aspx

Landscape Watering Days
ODD
number addresses

Saturday and Wednesday
before 10am/after 6pm

EVEN
number addresses

Sunday and Thursday
before 10am/after 6pm

Restrictions apply to automatic irrigation
systems and hose-end sprinklers.
Drip irrigation, soaker hoses and hand watering
may be used any day, any time.
For details, visit http://savedallaswater.com/
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