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Construction Zone: 
5-month project begins
at Hillcrest/Beltline (p 2)

NHHA Turns 16! 
It's time to reflect on
many years of
involvement (p 2)

Crimewatch Poem:
Steve Baxter tries his
hand, may keep his day
job (p 3)

NHHA Security Patrol:
widespread agreement
that it works very well 
(p 3-4)

NHHA certified NPO:
IRS grants approval as a
501(c)(4) organization 
(p 4)

City Hall: getting your
message across (p 5)

Oak Wilt: recommended
rules about pruning
between Valentine's Day
and Memorial Day (p 5)

BULK TRASH 
PICK-UP DATES

MONDAY-TUESDAY
BEGINNING WITH:

JANUARY 9
FEBRUARY 13

MARCH 13
APRIL 10

MAY 8
JUNE 12

PRESIDENT'S VIEWPOINT
By Gene Saunders

Last year (2005) was The Year Of The Sign here in the `hood! We
replaced the rusting in-ground security signs with blue-and-white
“Crime Eye” signs; added 115 black-and-gold Street Toppers to our
intersections; and installed over 300 blue-and-white NHHA custom
Alley Signs to make address location easier for our patrol, fire
department, and even our pool services!

Special thanks go to our NHHA Board (especially Mark Hord and Olga
Ruff) for pushing through our application for non-profit status.  There
are details inside, and what that means to our HOA (Home Owners
Association).

The number of property crimes drops each month! We believe it is due
to the presence we have with our NHHA Security patrol, acting as a
deterrent. The results are indisputable; we've cut crime by 2/3
since the new patrol started in July!  Crime was low before, and it's
even lower now.  Please get to know our officers; they are proud of
this accomplishment and love to communicate with us.

Crime prevention is something each one of us can do.  The number of
open garage doors has dropped since we asked our patrol to close
them, then place an NHHA Door Hanger letting you know that we
prevented your home being burglarized!  For those few of you who
received one, please consider it our friendly way of saying “we're all
in this together!”  If you decide not to wait for National Night Out (in
August) and hold a crimewatch meeting in your home, call our NHHA
Security patrol and they'll drop by for an exchange of ideas.

Please encourage your neighbors to join our voluntary
homeowner’s association to help add more patrol time to our
neighborhood and make it an even safer place.  We'd like to make this
a 24x7 patrol but cannot do that without everyone's financial support.

Dallas City Council passed the NSO [Neighborhood Stabilization
Overlay] in November, after a year of debate; anyone interested in
using that tool should contact Janet Tharp in the city's development
department at 214-670-3620.  Minimum overlay size: 50 homes.

Finally - it seems like only yesterday when I accepted the challenge of
being NHHA President (memo to Fred Williams: I'll get you for this!)
for two years, and that time has come to a close. 

At the time of this printing, we're still arm-twisting (!) the best
candidate for your approval.  We'll be replacing half the NHHA Board,
so please come and meet your new representatives.  Elections will
take place at our annual meeting on January 26th (7pm at
Northwood Hills Elementary School).  I hope to see all of you –
members and wannabe-members alike – at that gathering.  Odds are
we'll have milk and cookies (!) waiting for you.
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LET YOUR OPINION BE
HEARD AT CITY HALL!

In politics as in life, it is true what they say about
"squeaky wheels".  They really do receive the
grease!  This past holiday season we all engaged in
party talk.  We shared our opinions with friends and
neighbors on fixing the rancor and influence
peddling at Dallas City Hall, the verified alarm
response issue, and the zoning issues/concerns in
our residential part of north Dallas.

This year your Homeowner's Association Board
challenges each of you to make a new and more
effective resolution of your political observations:
use your PC and your telephone to speak directly to
our elected officials and civil servants in charge.  Be
sure to tell them you live in Northwood Hills, which
is in Council District 11.

Contact them when you observe good
improvements that deserve praise, as well as when
you consider needs being ignored or when you have
thoughtful solutions for problems under
consideration.  Your opinion could change the
future of our City for the better.  That would be a
great legacy to your family and to our entire
neighborhood.

District 11 Council:  Linda Koop
linda.koop@dallascityhall.com

214/670-7817
Mayor:  Laura Miller

laura.miller@dallascityhall.com
214/670-4054

Chief of Police:  David Kunkle
david.kunkle@dallascityhall.com

214/671-3730

City Manager:  Mary Suhm 214/670-3297

Assistant: Lynetta Moore 214/670-4509

For all daily and specific non-emergency concerns
in City services such as animal control, pothole
repair, traffic signal malfunctions, sanitation
collection and water main breaks or sewer
stoppage, you are directed to CALL 3-1-1 which is
available 24x7.  Don't worry; they won't bite!

FREEZE SENSORS

... have been mandatory on Dallas sprinkler
systems since January 2005.  If your sensor isn't
working, please ensure that your sprinkler system

is turned OFF when the temperature drops below
35F, as it can create icy conditions on the adjacent
sidewalks and streets.

SAVE OUR SHADE TREES!
LEARN ABOUT OAK WILT
PREVENTION

Oak wilt affects live oaks and members of the red
oak family including:  Spanish Oak, Shumard Oak,
Water Oak, Blackjack Oak, Pin Oak and others.
This major disease remains a formidable threat to
trees in Northwood Hills.  The disease is expressed
in red oaks by a healthy tree showing fall-like
coloring in late spring or early fall and dying.  The
live oak usually dies slower after showing
symptoms (2 months to 2 years).  This is an
agonizing time for the homeowner because once
symptoms are evident there is virtually nothing to
do to save the tree.

Oak wilt is spread above ground from sap-feeding
beetles that carry the deadly fungus to fresh tree
wounds.  A wound can be a trunk scar, a torn root,
or even a pruning cut.  During spring, from
February 1 to June 1, our oaks are most susceptible
to oak wilt infection.  Please, do not prune your
trees between Valentine's Day and Memorial
Day.

It is also important to be careful with firewood.
Firewood from red oaks infected with oak wilt can
harbor fungal spores and/or beetles carrying the
fungus.  As a precaution, store firewood under clear
plastic and bury the edges.  Only wood that has
been cured for an entire summer should be stored
near uninfected red or live oaks.  If you bought
oak firewood for this winter and are unsure of
its age or origin, use it immediately.  Fireplace
smoke from infected wood burning is not a threat.
The fungus is destroyed by heat.

Fortunately, trees in the white oak group, such as
Bur Oaks, Chinquapin Oaks, and Post Oaks are
resistant to oak wilt.  Let's avoid a monoculture!
Planting a variety of trees on your property is
recommended to provide a diverse landscape
that is less susceptible to attack from one
particular insect or disease.  

Here's a short list of suggested tree species from
local nurseries to replant in our region of Texas:
American Elm; Bald Cypress; Bur Oak; Chinese
(Lacebark) Elm; Chinquapin Oak; Montezuma Bald
Cypress; Pecan; Cedar Elm and Monterey Oak.
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